PHIL 430: Classical Pragmatism

MacMullan

Take-Home Final Exam

Instructions

Answer four questions from Section One and all of the questions in Section Two. All answers must be word processed, clearly labeled and submitted as hard copy. All quotations must be cited. If you are quoting from one of the assigned texts, you may use a simplified citation format that includes author, text and page number. If you cite another text, use the formal citation style of your preference. You purpose is to impress me with your comprehension of the material and thoroughness of preparation.
*All exams must be submitted to my box in PAT 266 by 2pm on Friday, March 21.*

Section One (Answer four of seven) (10 points each)
Each answer should be clearly labeled and should be between 200-400 words in length. 

1. Describe the difference between what Pratt calls the “Colonial Attitude” and the “Indigenous Attitude.” How does the Indigenous Attitude relate to the basic principles of Classical Pragmatism? Use textual support in your answer. 
2. How does Emerson’s Transcendentalism emerge from and respond to both Puritan Calvinism and New England Unitarianism? Be sure to cite passages from the Emerson readings to explain your answers.

3. Why, in his essay “American Scholar,” does Emerson distinguish “Man Thinking” from “Man as Thinker?” To which ideal ought we to strive and why?
4. Explain Peirce’s Naturalized Account of Inquiry. How does his account of inquiry differ from dominant approaches to inquiry found in the Western Philosophical Tradition? Be sure to use textual support to explain your answer.
5. According to Peirce, what are the four methods for fixing belief? Which does he prefer and why? Be sure to fully describe the role of doubt and belief.
6. What does James mean when he writes in “The Will to Believe” that “sometimes, when we are stuck between doubt and belief, there is a better likelihood of finding the truth if we believe instead of doubt”?

7. We discussed Jane Addam’s pragmatism in the context of her meliorism. Explain Jane Addam’s commitment to meliorism and how it relates to ideas of classical pragmatist philosophers like Dewey or James.  

Section Two (answer all five) (12 points each)
Each answer should be clearly labeled and should be between 300-600 words in length. 

1. What are the primary features of a Progressive definition of Pragmatism? How does it differ from a more traditional definition of Pragmatism?

2. During Week 1 of class we discussed how pragmatism is a “philosophy committed to ideas of Interaction, Pluralism, Community and Growth.” Please explain each of these four ideas in your own words. Then cite passages from our assigned readings that illustrate each of these commitments. You must cite passages written by at least three different authors in total. 
3. According to James, what is the purpose of the pragmatic method? Include in your answer an explanation of Pragmatism as, A) a theory of meaning and, B) a theory of truth.

4. James argues that there are no moral absolutes and that moral inquiry should mimic scientific inquiry in important ways. Explain these two important arguments using textual support. 

5. Explain what John Dewey means when he writes in “Truth and Consequences” that “[t]ruth … can exist only in the testing of the claim, in making good through the subsequent acts it prescribes.” How does Dewey’s theory of truth compare with James’ theory of truth as presented in “What Pragmatism Means” and “Pragmatism’s Theory of Truth”?
Extra Credit

1. What does West mean when he describes Emerson as an “organic intellectual?”

2. Relate the Film Matawan to the course readings. Specifically, how does the film support or problematize some of the central themes we’ve read?

3. In which journal did Peirce, James and Dewey each publish their first professional philosophical essay?

