Dewey Chronology

1859   
Born Oct. 20, Burlington, Vermont; named “John Dewey” after deceased older brother, John Archibald Dewey. Origin of Species published. Dewey is raised in the Congregationalist Church. 

1872 
Dewey enters high school; studies Latin and Greek. Dewey enters University of Vermont 1875; continues studies in classics; reads periodicals discussing evolution. Takes capstone philosophy courses senior year with H.A.P. Torrey.

1879
Dewey graduates and takes job teaching high school (Latin, algebra, science) in Oil 

City, PA; has “mystical experience” of bliss and resolution of religious doubts. He continues to read philosophy; in 1881 sends first article to W.T. Harris, editor of The Journal of Speculative Philosophy. Returns to teach in Vermont near Burlington. Dewey’s first articles appear 1882.

1882
Dewey enters graduate program in philosophy at Johns Hopkins. Thorstein Veblen 

classmate. Studies logic with C.S. Peirce, psychology with G. Stanley Hall, philosophy with George Sylvester Morris, dynamic idealist follower of Thomas Hill Green. Dewey adopts form of absolute idealism more English than “Hegelian.” Writes dissertation (lost) on “Kant’s Psychology,” criticizing him from Idealist position. Dewey develops “psychological idealism” in early articles. Graduates 1884.

1884
Dewey appointed to teach philosophy at University of Michigan, Ann Arbor for $900 a 

year; participates in Student’s Christian Association and First Congregational Church. Morris appointed as chair 1885. Marries Alice Chipman., 1886. Publishes Psychology, 1887; James and Hall criticize it. Book, Leibniz, 1888. 

1888
Dewey hired at University of Minnesota, $2400 a year. Dewey writes overview of Thomas Hill Green’s idealism. Returns to Michigan after Morris’ death in 1889 and teaches until 1894. G. H. Mead and A.H. Lloyd join faculty, 1891. Dewey begins to write articles critical of British idealists (and Morris) from more Hegelian perspective. Reads James’s Principles of Psychology, 1890, and begins to teach it even while revising his own Psychology. Dewey’s Outlines of a Syllabus of Ethics, 1891.Revision, The Study of Ethics: A Syllabus, 1894, stresses role of habit, calls his position “experimental idealism.”

1894
Dewey appointed head of Department of Philosophy (including Psychology & Pedagogy) at University of Chicago at $5000 a year; builds Department with appointments of Mead, Lloyd, Tufts, Angell, et al. James’s praises Department as a “school.” Dewey works in pedagogy and psychology of learning, including the “Laboratory School.” Child Morris dies of diphtheria at 2 in Europe, 1895. Dewey lectures on ethics and “Hegelian” logic which becomes instrumentalism. Breaks contact with church, becomes involved in Jane Addams’ Hull House. “Reflex Arc Concept in Psychology,” 1896, followed by articles appearing in Studies in Logical Theory, 1903, lay basis for Dewey’s mature philosophy: transcendental idealism rejected, James corrected. Peirce writes critical review of Studies for “psychological” approach to logic. School and Society, 1899; Child and Curriculum, 1902. Dewey resigns position in 1904 after Alice is not renewed as principal of Parker/Dewey School. Dewey’s go to Europe. Child Gordon dies in Ireland.

1905
Dewey appointed to Columbia University at $5000. Important Department members: Woodbridge, Bush, Montague, Beard (Political Theory) and Boas (Anthropology). Work with Teacher’s College; hosts Maxim Gorky. “The Postulate of Immediate Empiricism,” 1905; Ethics (with Tufts), 1908; The Influence of Darwin in Philosophy, 1910; Essays in Experimental Logic, 1916; Democracy and Education, 1916; Dewey writes for New Republic, active in Women’s Suffrage, supports entry into WW I, but defends academic freedom of those who oppose it; Randolph Bourne incident, 1915; denounces Versailles Treaty, 1918. Dewey supports creation of New School for Social Research, 1919, and ACLU, 1920.

1919
Dewey lectures in Japan and China; basis for Reconstruction in Philosophy, 1920; arrives in China impressed by “May the Fourth Movement” strike: “This is sure some country”; meets Sun Yat-sen; visiting professor at National University 1920-21; Mao hears lectures; Dewey meets Bertrand Russell. Many essays on China for New Republic.

1921
Returns to Columbia; meets Albert Barnes, art collector; Human Nature and Conduct, 1922; first speaker in Paul Carus Lectures, 1921; becomes Experience and Nature, 1925/rev. 1929; Santayana reviews it critically; Dewey active in “Outlawry of War” movement. Visits Turkey and reports on schools, 1924; visits Mexico, 1926 Alice dies, 1927. The Public and Its Problems, 1927; speaks out on Sacco-Vanzetti case; supports socialist Norman Thomas for President,; visits Soviet Union, 1928; Dewey called “communist.” Gifford Lectures, 1928—becomes The Quest for Certainty, 1929. Dewey honored at 70. Stock market crash 1929; Individualism, Old and New, 1930—written during and after Crash; Dewey criticizes New Deal as not radical enough. Dewey honored at Sorbonne, delivers “Three Independent Values in Morals.”

1930
Dewey resigns from active teaching; honored at Sorbonne, delivers “Three Independent Values in Morals,” 1930. Philosophy and Civilization, 1931, major collection of essays; Harvard Lectures on art, becomes Art as Experience, 1934. New edition of Ethics, 1932; Dewey’s part rewritten entirely; Terry Lectures at Yale, become A Common Faith, 1934. Dewey goes to education conference in S. Africa, 1934; Liberalism and Social Action, 1935. Dewey critical of Stalin, called “fascist” by American left. Trotsky asks Dewey to head Committee of Inquiry to exonerate him from charges of attempting to assassinate Stalin; trial held in Mexico City, 1937; Dewey, 78, goes; called “fascist” and “tool of reaction” by American Communist Party; report, The Case of Leon Trotsky, published (Trotsky assassinated 1940). Experience and Education, 1938, criticizes extreme “child only” interpretations of Dewey’s education ideas. Logic: The Theory of Inquiry, 1938. Theory of Valuation, 1939, major critique of positivist-emotivist ethics; Freedom and Culture, 1939, critical of communism. Dewey celebrated at 80. Joseph Ratner publishes major anthology, Intelligence and the Modern World: John Dewey’s Philosophy, 1939; Paul Schilpp inaugurates the Library of Living Philosophers series with volume on Dewey, 1939. Dewey, under Sidney Hook’s influence, signs manifesto criticizing suppression of freedom in German, Italy and Soviet Union and is critical of communist tactics in the USA; Dewey criticized by American Communist Party. Dewey opposes entry into WW II until after Pearl Harbor. Dewey defends Bertrand Russell, fired from appointment at City College of New York, 1940. Marries Roberta Grant, 1946; adopts two Canadian children. Knowing and Known, 1949, essays by Dewey and  Arthur Bentley. Dewey celebrated at 90, 1949. Dies, June 1, 1952

1961-
Foundation of the Center for Dewey Studies, 1961; Dewey Papers deposited at SIUC, 1971; Collected Works: first volume (Early Works 2), 1967. Finished 1990; Correspondence of John Dewey, electronic edition, 1999-2004.

