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Office Hours

By appointment.  I am on e-mail every day, so feel free to contact me to arrange an appointment.  Unless I have to get somewhere, I am also available to chat after class.
Course Description and Rationale

The American philosopher and educator John Dewey (1859-1952) is central to current philosophy of education and the development of progressive educational theory and practice.  Though he has been attacked by those on the “left” and the “right,” his thought is enjoying a resurgence of interest today among philosophers and educators.  Beginning with the study of Democracy and Education, Dewey’s favorite work, we shall concentrate on some of the vast “new Dewey” scholarship, focusing particularly on recent texts that discuss Dewey and classroom teaching.  We shall end the course with a discussion of Dewey’s late text, Art as Experience, and consider what Dewey says about the “lessons of art” in relation to education.  No previous study of philosophy is assumed beyond the typical required undergraduate course in the history and philosophy of education.  Discussion outside of class will be on the Internet.  Extensive readings, class presentations and discussion, online participation, and two papers are required.
Course Activities

Dialogue and the formation of a community of inquiry around student presentations will be central.  I shall lead discussion for part of each class, and then turn it over to a student presentation or activity.  I ask that you share any articles, websites, or book chapters you have discovered with me and others, either in class or on the discussion list, so that we can further our understanding of the topics.  I shall also share articles from Education and Culture, the journal I edit for the John Dewey Society.
Course Requirements
· You will lead the class twice in discussion of pertinent topics in either the Dewey texts or the secondary readings.  Discussion should include a synopsis of the reading and how it illuminates your own work.  You should have questions that can spark discussion or an activity (such as a game, role play, or hands-on exercise) that will engage your colleagues for an hour. Please prepare a brief (no more than one screen) outline in advance and submit by e-mail to everyone on our course discussion list (send to edfa600@purdue.edu) by Sunday at 10 pm prior to the class, so we can think about how we can contribute to the discussion you will lead before we meet the next day. 10 points each, 20 points total.
· You will come having done the reading (I will provide suggestions each week for what to focus upon, as there is a large amount of reading for the course) and prepared to make at least one contribution to each class discussion and at least one contribution per week to the course discussion list. 15 points
· You will attend every class, unless you have an unavoidable conflict or health situation, for which I would appreciate advance notice, unless, of course, it is an emergency.  I would expect that such absences would total no more than one, perhaps two times.  Two points will be deducted for an unexcused absence.  5 points
· You will write two 2000 word papers, to be submitted as e-mail attachments to rud@purdue.edu (no paper, please) by the due dates listed below.  Late assignments will be docked 10 points.  Guidelines and suggested topics will be distributed in advance.  30 points each, 60 points total

Course Grading

Based upon accumulated points delineated in bold above in the course activities, according to the following scale:  A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F = 59 and below.  I would expect everyone to earn either an A or a B.
Course Schedule (subject to revision)
	Date
	Activity/Readings

	August 22
	Introduction:  Why Dewey Now?
Discussion of the College of Education’s knowledge base and mission
Film on John Dewey

	August 29
	Democracy and Education 1-5

Boisvert 1-3

	September 5
	No Class:  Labor Day

	September 12
	Democracy and Education 6-14

Boisvert 4-5

	September 19
	Democracy and Education 15-23; 24-26

Boisvert 7

	September 26
	Fishman and McCarthy Part 1

	October 3
	Fishman and McCarthy Part 2

	October 10
	No Class:  Fall Break

	October 17
	Simpson, Jackson, and Aycock 1-7
Paper #1 due by Midnight

	October 24
	Simpson, Jackson, and Aycock 8-15

	October 31
	Garrison 1-3

	November 7
	Garrison 4-6

	November 14
	Art as Experience 1-5; Boisvert 6

	November 21
	Art as Experience 6-10
Jackson 1-2

	November 28
	Art as Experience 11-14
Jackson 3-4

	December 5
	Course wrap up:  Dewey…Now?
Boisvert 8

Evaluation

Holiday Party

Film (tentative)

	December 8
	Paper #2 due by Midnight


Books  (available in paperback at Von’s Bookstore and online)
· Dewey, John.  Democracy and Education.  ISBN 0684836319.
· Dewey, John.  Art as Experience.  ISBN 0399531971.
· Boisvert, Raymond.  John Dewey:  Rethinking our Time. ISBN 079143530X.
· Fishman, Stephen, and McCarthy, Lucille.  John Dewey and the Challenge of Classroom Practice.  ISBN 0807737267.
· Garrison, Jim.  Dewey and Eros.  ISBN 0-8077-3624-4.
· Jackson, Philip.  John Dewey and the Lessons of Art.  ISBN 0300082894.
· Simpson, Douglas, Jackson, Michael, and Aycock, Judy.  John Dewey and the Art of Teaching.  ISBN 1-4129-0903-1.
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