PHIL – P316 Twentieth Century Philosophy: Santayana’s Critique of America—First Semester 2007-08

 (25600) Tuesday, Thursday 9:00 AM-10:15 AM, ES 0014

Instructor: Martin Coleman

Office: ES 0025M; Telephone: (317) 278-8572; Email: martcole@iupui.edu

Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday 11:00 AM-12:30 PM and by appointment
Texts:

John Lachs. On Santayana. Belmont, Ca: Thomson Wadsworth, 2006. (ISBN: 0534583822)

Richard C. Lyon, ed. Santayana on America. New York: Harcourt Brace & World, 1968

George Santayana. The Last Puritan. Cambridge, Mass. and London: MIT Press, 1995. (ISBN: 0262691787)

William James. “The Will to Believe.” (Available on Oncourse)

Josiah Royce. “The Eternal and the Practical.” (Available on Oncourse)

John Dewey. “Half-Hearted Naturalism.” (Available on Oncourse)

Walt Whitman. “Song of Myself.” (Available on Oncourse)

R. W. Emerson. “The American Scholar” and selected poems (Available on Oncourse)

Course: American philosopher George Santayana stands out among recent observers of American culture for his background and outlook. He was a Spanish-born, Harvard-educated professor in the greatest Harvard philosophy department in history who nevertheless maintained an outsider’s eye. He criticized but never rebelled. He adopted a stance of ironic detachment rather than protest, and in this he may have been the most un-American of American philosophers.

Santayana’s criticism of American culture, literature, and intellectual life is exceptional for the depth of its philosophical grounding as well as its almost paradoxical lack of partisanship. This paradoxical nature is seen in his moral criticism that is not moralistic and in his outsider status with insider access. It appears also in his prose style, which is accessible and relaxed without pandering—while the author himself maintains a strong skepticism of the democracy such a style seems to acknowledge. 

Santayana identified a disconnection between American activity and the cultural traditions that give that activity meaning: For example between scientific activity and religious belief; between commercial pursuits and moral outlook; between political practice and political ideals. Does that disconnection remain today? So what if it does? What alternatives are available? This course attempts to find out. We will survey Santayana’s critical writings to learn about his times, his critical approach, and the applicability of his ideas to contemporary culture.

Assignments:

Short essays: The short essay is a four-page response to an assigned question or questions. Three short essays will be assigned for the semester. Essays will be graded on 1) completeness of essay relative to the assignment; 2) demonstrated understanding of the assigned material; 3) coherence and detailed support for claims made; 4) grammar and style. Well-written essays make connections among ideas and concepts and show that the writer has read and thought about the ideas discussed in the essay. Poor grammar, incomplete sentences, and general incoherence will earn low grades. The grade on an essay reflects not what you know or think but how you communicate what you know or think. The essays should follow the Essay Format Guide handout.

Wikipedia project: In this course students will create a new Wikipedia article. Details of the article will be announced in class by the instructor. Each student is expected to contribute to this article, and grades will be assigned individually—not to a group. The grade will be based on the relevance of the contribution, the quality of the writing, and the research and citation supporting the contribution (which, for this assignment, means print resources found in the library—that is, books or journals). Further details about the grading will be explained in class.

To complete this assignment and receive credit a student must register with Wikipedia, learn how to edit articles in Wikipedia, email his or her username to the instructor, and post the following text in the Wikipedia Sandbox before 30 October 2007:

Santayana’s Critique of America, Fall 2007

IUPUI

This course considers the cultural, philosophical, and literary criticism of American philosopher George Santayana.

To register with Wikipedia, go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page and click on “create account” in the upper right corner of the page and follow the instructions. There is an abundance of documentation to assist you in learning how to edit a Wikipedia page. The following links may be helpful 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:What_Wikipedia_is_not
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Your_first_article
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Starting_a_new_page
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:How_to_write_a_great_article
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia
A few, but very important details, about the Wikipedia project will be given in class. Most of the necessary information can be found in the above articles or elsewhere at the Wikipedia site.

Proposal and final essay: The final essay is a twelve-page paper about some aspect of Santayana’s work considered in the course. This is to be a research paper with at least three references not assigned in class. A good place to look for articles is Overheard in Seville: Bulletin of the Santayana Society available online at http://www.iupui.edu/~santedit/santayanatodaysociety.html. Another resource is The Philosopher’s Index. This can be found online at the IUPUI library website. This is a database that includes articles from several philosophy journals. One might also search literary studies or American studies journals. The research librarian can be helpful in your search for sources. The final essay should follow the Essay Format Guide handout.

The proposal should consist of a summary paragraph, an outline, and a bibliography. The entire proposal should not exceed two pages.

A Guide to Writing Essays and the Essay Format Guide are available on Oncourse

Due dates for all assignments are in bold in the Reading Schedule.
Grades are based on a 4.0 scale (such as that used to figure grade point average). A percentage scale is included for your convenience, but grades will be posted and recorded in points.



Three short essays


3 x 8 points
=
24 points


Registration + Wikipedia project
2 + 8 points
=
10 points


Proposal + Final essay

4 + 12 points
=
16 points








Total
=
50 points

Grading scale for final grades:
	A
	43.75-50
	87.5%-100%

	B
	31.25-43.75
	62.5%-87.5%

	C
	18.75-31.25
	37.5%-62.5%

	D
	6.25-18.75
	12.5%-37.5%

	F
	0-6.25
	0%-12.5%


The University Writing Center offers free help with writing assignments and projects to students, faculty, and staff. Experienced readers and writers provide one-on-one assistance in understanding assignments, brainstorming ideas, determining and narrowing topics, gathering evidence to support a thesis, revising a draft, and planning and organizing research papers. Writing Center tutors are prepared to help at any stage of the writing process and welcome students writing in any discipline or for any purpose.

The Writing Center has two locations:

Cavanaugh 427

Tel.: 274-2049
MTWR


9:00a-7:00p
FS


9:00a-3:00p
Tutoring sessions by appointment

University Library 2125
Tel.: 278-8171

MTWR


10:00a-5:30p
Tutoring sessions by appointment
Undergraduates may schedule up to four 30-minute appointments a week. Graduate students and ESL/EAP students may schedule up to four 1-hour appointments a week. All students are limited to one appointment a day. Please call or come in to schedule an appointment in advance. The Writing Center has many handouts available at http://www.iupui.edu/~uwc/handouts.html 

Accommodations: Students with documented disabilities can take advantage of support services offered through Adaptive Educational Services (AES). If you think you will need some accommodation at some point in the semester, contact AES now to make arrangements. Their website is at http://www.life.iupui.edu/aes/.

Academic Honesty: All work must be your own. Quoted material must be adequately cited. Essay content must not come from books, articles, internet sources, or other students (or any other people) without appropriate citation. Any cheating (including copying answers, plagiarism, presenting others’ work as your own) results in at least an F for the course. For more details about university policies concerning academic misconduct and plagiarism consult the IUPUI Code of Student Rights, Responsibilities, and Conduct at http://life.iupui.edu/help/docs/Part_3all.html. Note Part III, Student Misconduct, in which academic misconduct and plagiarism are discussed. Information on campus policies for dealing with academic misconduct can also be found at http://registrar.iupui.edu/misconduct.html.

Attendance: Academic success in this course requires that you attend class. If you miss class, it is your responsibility to contact another student to learn what you have missed and what changes may have been made concerning the structure of the course, the reading schedule, or the assignments. There are no excused absences. Absence is not an excuse for incomplete work. Typically, late assignments will not be accepted. If you know you will be absent when an assignment is due and you wish to turn it in, you must arrange to turn it in earlier. No extra credit will be offered in this course.
Reading Schedule

Week 1

Th 23 Aug: Introduction
Week 2

T 28 Aug: On Santayana, pp. 1-36

Th 30 Aug: On Santayana, pp. 37-68

Week 3

T 4 Sep: On Santayana, pp. 69-100

Th 6 Sep: “Introduction,” “Brief History” in SOA
Week 4

T 11 Sep: “Tradition and Practice,” “Genteel Tradition,” “The Moral Background” in SOA
Th 13 Sep: “Tradition and Practice,” “Genteel Tradition,” “The Moral Background” in SOA
*First essay assignment: On Santayana’s observations of America

Week 5

T 18 Sep: “The Will to Believe” on Oncourse; “William James” in SOA

Th 20 Sep: “The Will to Believe” on Oncourse; “William James” in SOA
First essay due
Week 6

T 25 Sep: “The Eternal and the Practical” on Oncourse; “Josiah Royce” in SOA

Th 27 Sep: “The Eternal and the Practical” on Oncourse; “Josiah Royce” in SOA
Week 7

T 2 Oct: “Dewey’s Naturalisitic Metaphysics” in SOA; “Half-Hearted Naturalism” on Oncourse
Th 4 Oct: “The Genteel Tradition at Bay” in SOA
*Second essay assignment: On Santayana’s philosophical critiques and their relation to American culture

Week 8

T 9 Oct: “English Liberty in America” in SOA

Th 11 Oct: “A Letter to Logan Pearsall Smith,” “America’s Young Radicals,” “Marginal Notes” in SOA, “Americanism,” and “From Dominations and Powers” in SOA
Second essay due

Week 9

T 16 Oct: “What is a Philistine?” and “The Elements and Function of Poetry” in SOA

Th 18 Oct: “The American Scholar” on Oncourse and “Emerson” in SOA
Week 10

T 23 Oct: No class

Th 25 Oct: No class

Week 11

T 30 Oct: Selection of Emerson’s poems on Oncourse and “Emerson the Poet” in SOA
Registration with Wikipedia due
Th 1 Nov: “Song of Myself” on Oncourse, “Walt Whitman: A Dialogue,” “The Poetry of Barbarism II: Walt Whitman,” “Genteel American Poetry,” and “A Marginal Note” in SOA
*Third essay assignment: On Santayana’s literary critiques and their relation to American culture

Week 12

T 6 Nov: The Last Puritan: Prologue and Part I

Th 8 Nov: The Last Puritan: Prologue and Part I

Third essay due
Week 13

T 13 Nov: The Last Puritan: Part II

Th 15 Nov: The Last Puritan: Part II


Guest speaker: 4:30 PM, CA 508

Week 14

T 20 Nov: The Last Puritan: Part III

Proposal for final essay due
Th 22 Nov: No class: Thanksgiving recess

Week 15

T 27 Nov: The Last Puritan: Part IV

Th 29 Nov: The Last Puritan: Part IV

Week 16

T 4 Dec: The Last Puritan: Part V and Epilogue

Th 6 Dec: The Last Puritan: Part V and Epilogue

Week 17

T 11 Dec 10:30 AM – Final essay due; Wikipedia project due
