PHIL 501 [American Philosophy]
Spring 2008

Monday 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Prof. Vincent Colapietro

131 Sackett Building

240 Sparks Building



81.4.865.1618



vxc5@psu.edu


Office Hours: W 11:15-12:15;



F 9:00-10:00; & by appointment

________________________________________________________________________

Focal Concern: Questions concerning rationality as they are addressed in intersecting traditions in American philosophy (above all, classical pragmatism, neo-pragmatism, and analytic philosophy)  

Course Objectives:
(1)  Historical;


(2)  Hermeneutic;


(3) Philosophical (critical & constructive).

Course Requirements: 
(1)  Classroom Participation.  30% of final grade


(2)  Precis, Questions, & Presentations on assigned readings.

30% of final grade

(3)  Term Paper.  40% of final grade.  The paper is due on May

5th.  It should be submitted as both a hard and an electronic copy (sent as attachment to vxc5@psu.edu).  A written proposal is due on March 17th, our first meeting after Spring Break. This too should be submitted as electronic file as well as hard copy.  Your proposal should include a clear statement of your topic and a preliminary bibliography, perhaps also a tentative formulation of your thesis.  Consultations regarding these proposals should be scheduled by students during this week, though the consultations may fall anytime between March 19th and 26th.  A follow-up discussion should be scheduled approximately four weeks later (i.e., in the third or fourth week of April).   

Required Texts: 
Bernstein, Richard J.  The New Constellation (MIT Press);


James, William.  The Will to Believe (Dover Publications);


Peirce, C. S.  The Essential Peirce, volume 2 (Indiana University Press);

Rorty, Richard. Objectivity, Relativism, & Truth [Philosophical Papers, volume 1] (Cambridge University Press);


Santayana, George.  The Life of Reason (Echo Press).

We will also read texts by other authors as well as ones by James, Rorty, and Santayana not found in these required books.  These supplemental readings will be provided by the instructor of this course, but it might be helpful to have a complete list of them appended to the required texts.

Dewey, John.  Selections from Reconstruction in Philosophy & Human Nature & Conduct.  Middle Works of John Dewey (Carbondale, IL: SIU Press), volumes 12 & 14, respectively).

James, William.  “Remarks on Spencer’s Definition of Mind as Correspondence.”  JSP (January 1878), 12, 1-18.  Reprinted in Essays in Philosophy, edited by Frederick Burkhardt, et al (Cambridge: Harvard University Press).

MacIntyre, Alasdair. “Epistemological Crises, Dramatic Narrative, & the Philosophy of Science” & “Relativism, Power, & Philosophy.” “Epistemological Crises, etc.” first appeared in The Monist  (1977), 60, 453-71.  It was reprinted in Paradigms & Revolutions: Appraisals & Applications of Thomas Kuhn’s Philosophy of Science, edited by Gary Gutting (Notre Dame: University of ND Press, 1980), 54-74.  “Relativism, Power, & Philosophy” (MacIntyre’s 1984 Presidential Address to Eastern Division of the APA) first appeared in Proceedings & Addresses of the APA (Newark, Delaware: APA, 1985), 5-22.  It was reprinted in After Philosophy, edited by Kenneth Baynes, et al (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1989), 385-411. 

Putnam, Hilary.  Reason, Truth & History (Cambridge University Press), Chapters 5 (“Two conceptions of rationality”), 7 (“Reason & history”), & 8 (“The impact of science on modern conceptions of rationality”).

Rorty, Richard.  “Pragmatism, Relativism & Irrationalism.”  [1979 Presidential Address to Eastern Division of APA].  This first appeared in Proceedings & Addresses of the APA (Newark, Delaware: APA, 1980), 719-38.  Reprinted in Consequences of Pragmatism (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1982), “Pragmatism, Relativism & Irrationalism,” 160-85.  

Santayana, George.  “The Birth of Reason” from The Birth of Reason and Other Essays, edited by Daniel Cory (NY: Columbia University Press, 1968).

Smith, John E.  “The Reflexive Turn, the Linguistic Turn, & the Pragmatic Outcome” & “The Critique of Abstractions & Scope of Reason.”  “The Reflexive Turn, etc.” first appeared in The Monist (1969), 53, 4, 588-605.  “Critique of Abstractions” first appeared in a Festschrift for Charles Hartshorne, Process & Divinity, edited by William Reese & Eugene Freeman (La Salle, IL: Open Court, 1964).  Both are reprinted in Smith’s America’s Philosophical Vision (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 

Taylor, Charles.  “Rationality.” Chapter 5 of Philosophy & the Human Sciences (Cambridge: CUP, 1985).  This first appeared in Rationality & Relativism, ed. Martin Hollis & Stephen Lukes (Oxford: Blackwell, 1982).

[Toulmin, Stephen.  The Return to Reason (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001).  Chapters 1, 2, 12, & 13.]
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January 14th.  First Class.  Richard J. Bernstein, “The Rage Against Reason.”  William James, “The Will to Believe” & “Is Life Worth Living?” in The Will to Believe (hereafter WB).

January 21st: No Class [MLK]

January 28th: Wm. James, “The Sentiment of Rationality” (WB, 63ff.) & “Remarks on Spencer’s Definition of Mind” (WJ, Essays in Philosophy).
February 4th: Wm. James, “The Dilemma of Determinism” (WB, 145ff.); & C. S. Peirce, “The Doctrine of Necessity Examined” (1892) [EP 1, chapter 22].

February 11th:  C. S. Peirce.  Selections from Essential Peirce, volume 2 (hereafter EP 2), Chapter 2 (“What Is a Sign?”), Chapter 3 (“Of Reasoning in General”), & Chapter 17 (“What Makes a Reasoning Sound?).  [“The Fixation of Belief” & “How to Make Our Ideas Clear”] 

February 18th:  Peirce.  “What Pragmatism Is” (EP 2, Chapter 24) & “Issues of Pragmaticism” (EP 2, Chapter 25)

February 25th: Peirce.  “The Basis of Pragmaticism in Phaneroscopy” EP 2, Chapter 26), “The Basis of Pragmaticism in the Normative Sciences” (EP 2, Chapter 27), & “Pragmatism (EP 2, Chapter 28)

March 3rd:  Peirce.  “A Sketch of Logical Critics” (EP 2, Chapter 30) & “An Essay toward Reasoning in Security and Uberty” (EP 2, Chapter 31)

March 10th: No Class [Spring Break]

March 17th:  George Santayana, The Life of Reason (hereafter LR), selections from volume one.  Also “The Birth of Reason” (1950) from The Birth of Reason and Other Essays, edited by Daniel Cory.  Written proposal for your paper is due on this day.  It should be submitted as both a hard and an electronic copy. 

March 24th:  Santayana, LR, selections from volumes two through five

March 31st:  John Dewey & Richard Rorty.  Dewey, selections from Reconstruction in Philosophy & Human Nature & Conduct.  Objectivity, Relativism, & Truth [Philosophical Papers, volume 1], Part I.  Also “Pragmatism, Relativism & Irrationalism” [Chapter of Consequences of Pragmatism]

April 7th:  
Rorty & Hilary Putnam.  Rorty, Objectivity, Relativism, & Truth, Part I (cont’d).  Putnam, “Two conceptions of rationality” & “Reason & history” (Chapters 3 & 7 of Reason, Truth & History, respectively). 

April 14th:  Richard J. Bernstein.  The New Constellation.  [Stephen Toulmin, Return to Reason, Chapters 1 (“Introduction: Rationality & Certainty”), 2 (“How Reason Lost Its Balance”), 12 (“The World of Where & When”), & 14]

April 21st:  Bernstein & Alasdair MacIntyre.  Bernstein, The New Constellation (cont’d).  MacIntyre, “Epistemological Crises, Dramatic Narrative, & the Philosophy of Science” & “Relativism, Power, & Philosophy.”

April 28th:  John E. Smith, “The Reflexive Turn, the Linguistic Turn, & the Pragmatic Outcome” & “The Critique of Abstractions & the Scope of Reason” [Chapters 5 & 6 of America’s Philosophical Vision, respectively].  Charles Taylor, “Rationality” [Philosophy & the Human Sciences, Chapter 5]

