Syllabus

Philosophy 590: Seminar in Whitehead’s Process and Reality
Semester: Fall 2008


Meets: T 18:30-21:00, Faner Hall #3059

Professor: Randall E. Auxier

Office: Faner Hall #3030
      Phone: 453-7437

       
E-mail: personalist61@yahoo.com   
  Office Hours: MR 10:00-11:30, 2:00-4:00, 
Texts: 

Required
Alfred North Whitehead, Process and Reality, Corrected Edition, eds. David Ray Griffin and Donald W. Sherburne (New York: Free Press, 1978).  ISBN 0-02-934570-7

Donald W. Sherburne, ed., A Key to Whitehead’s Process and Reality (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1981 [1966]).  ISBN 0-226-75293-3.  Be sure to get the 1981 edition of the Key, since it is correlated to the corrected edition of PR.

NOTE: There are no assignments from the Sherburne book. Sherburne reorganizes and abridges the essential passages of PR into an order that can be used for reference. When you come to an idea in PR you just don’t understand, chances are good that the idea will be taken up somewhere else in PR and discussed in a way you can better understand. The Key brings the passages together, and the way to use it is to consult the table of contents, the glossary, and the index to see where in the Key an idea is discussed. If an idea isn’t in the Key, chances are it isn’t all that important, or it isn’t taken up again in PR. USE THE Key. Got it?

Highly Recommended
Elizabeth M. Kraus, The Metaphysics of Experience: A Companion to Whitehead’s Process and Reality. 2nd ed. New York: Fordham University Press, 1998. ISBN 0-8232-1796-5.

NOTE: I have not ordered this for the bookstore, but it is in print and easy to get used at www.abebooks.com, and other on-line sources. Be sure to get the second edition.
Course Description:

Whitehead’s Process and Reality is one of the most important single works of philosophy written in the 20th century. Only Heidegger’s Being and Time is as philosophically ambitious, and unlike B&T, Whitehead actually finished PR. PR is a complex work, and has to be studied over many years, in the context of Whitehead’s other writings and the authors he read before a clear sense of its meaning can emerge. Thus, this seminar will be for most of you a “first reading.” For a few of you it will be the second or third time through this work, but in any case, we mustn’t expect too much of ourselves in the way of grasping the whole work. We will read the whole work, and we will discuss its more poignant parts as we do, but we will not “touch bottom” by any means. Students should adjust their expectations regarding this now, and prepare to be thoroughly frustrated. But the frustration is worth it. Sustained effort will win you some access to one of the most creative, subtle and brilliant minds humanity has ever produced. The more you grasp, the greater will be your appreciation, and the more will your thinking be transformed. And the man behind these ideas was humble, virtuous, and kind, unlike some other “great minds” you might expend equal effort in comprehending. The course is to be a textual study, primarily, but some major lines of interpretation in the secondary literature will emerge in the presentations. Most of them will be criticized in their turns in favor of the interpretive views being put forward by your leader, but these are, of course, subject to open debate. There will be a thesis pervading the whole course, which is that Whitehead is rightly interpreted as a radical empiricist, and the PR should be read in that way. This is a minority view, defended by only a handful of commentators.

Objectives:

By the end of the course students should be able to provide accurate summary meanings for novel ideas such as: prehension, category of the ultimate, extensive abstraction, ingression of eternal objects, intensity, actual entity, presentational immediacy, causal efficacy, direct reference, subjective aim, transmutation, and the like. These ideas will be grasped in such a way as to make possible their systematic interrelation in a metaphysics.  Each student will also have a command of at least one major approach to the interpretation of Whitehead’s metaphysics, in addition to the approach taken by the professor.

Requirements:

Attendance: 10% Since this seminar meets only once per week, attendance in every session is extremely important.  If you have to miss for any reason, inform the instructor by phone or e-mail before class.  If you miss more than one class without being excused, you will forfeit the attendance portion of the course grade.

Presentation: 30% This is a seminar.  Each student will be expected to give a 20-30 minute presentation on one book about Whitehead’s philosophy.  The presentation should be a systematic account of an author’s argument regarding a portion or aspect of Whitehead’s views in PR.  It should be understood that research for the presentation may stretch beyond the specific work selected by the student. The presentation should be geared to an audience that has not read the work being presented. The seminar is encouraged to read the presented book, but is not required to do so. The presentation will be, in effect, a book review of 5-9 double-spaced pages. The review should outline the main thesis and sub-theses, and show chapter by chapter how the overall argument is developed. What does each chapter contribute to establishing the main thesis? This is the question each section of the presentation should answer. There is room at the end for the student’s assessment of how well or poorly the author has made his/her case. A list of books from which you may choose is appended to this syllabus, and copies for your examination of most titles are available in my office. You should seek to obtain your own copy to keep, but the library also has most of these books and they may be used in lieu of purchasing your title. Even the older books should be easy to find in used copies from www.abebooks.com. Note that if you choose a newer book (2005 or later), you may be able to publish your presentation as a book review. I will help you place it.

Final Paper: 30% Each student will prepare a final research paper of not less than 12 pp. on a topic approved by the instructor. Students should meet with the instructor during office hours before November 1 to discuss the topic for the final paper.  All papers are to use Chicago style documentation. The work on the book review may be incorporated into the final paper, and should be. Ideally, you will take issue with or extend something said by the author of the book you presented, and will add only a bit more research into how the interpreter you are working with has been received by the process community. You should not look at the reception of your author until after you have written your own review. The value of the review is found in your own engagement with the author in relation to the primary text. With proper effort, following this formula will get you a publishable paper.

Weekly Questions: 30% To facilitate discussion, students will be responsible for formulating questions from the reading each week. Students will be responsible for sending me their questions by e-mail for that evening’s class meeting no later than Monday morning at 10:00.  Students should also bring a printed copy of their questions to the class meeting, and be prepared to read it if called upon.  Questions must be formulated according to the following guidelines:

All questions must begin with a context summary of two or three sentences (including explicit reference to the relevant pages), and must be formulated as one of the following four types of questions: internal, external, practical or comparative.Students should specify explicitly which type of question is being asked. Internal questions aim at simply understanding the theory we are studying. External questions analyze and criticize the bases, assumptions, and philosophical implications of that theory. Practical questions deal with the consequences, theoretical and practical, of proceeding upon the assumed truth of a given theory. Examples of these three types are provided below:

I. Internal Questions:


1. What is an actual entity in relation to temporal passage?


2. How does the primordial nature of God relate to the consequent nature of God?


3. What is Whitehead’s method?

4. How does a claim made in one part of Whitehead’s text relate to a claim made in another place?

II. External Questions:

1. Is Whitehead’s method self-consistent?  Does the he always employ the method he advocates in his own thinking and reasoning?


2. How does Whitehead’s method give rise to anything like “knowledge” or 


“truth”?


3. What is assumed to be real and unreal in Whitehead’s worldview?  Is anything 


omitted that is real?  Is anything included that is not real?


4. What criteria can we use to determine the truth or falsity of this theory?


5. Does Whitehead employ his technical terminology consistently?

III. Practical Questions:

1. Does Whitehead’s idea of symbolic reference affect daily communication?


2. Is it possible to experience the primordial nature of God, and if so, would such 


an experience be religious in any ordinary sense?

IV. Comparative questions bring together two or more views by comparing the answers to internal, external, or practical questions in two different theorists. For example: “What is the relationship between Whitehead’s and Descartes’ respective methods?” is a comparative internal question, since Whitehead discusses Descartes in some detail in the book. Or, “Given Whitehead’s and Hume’s respective accounts of the starting point of knowledge, which of them is more self consistent in applying it?” is a comparative external question. Or, “Does Whitehead’s view of the universe provide a better basis for ethical philosophy than Kant’s?” This is a comparative practical question. Comparative questions in this course should be limited to the theorists Whitehead discusses in the text, but we may add Bergson, Hartshorne, and Brightman as additional figures.

Emergency Procedures:  

Southern Illinois University Carbondale is committed to providing a safe and health environment for study and work.  Because some health and safety circumstances are beyond our control, we ask that you become familiar with the SIUC Emergency Response Plan and Building Emergency Response Team (BERT) program.  Emergency response information is available on posters in buildings on campus, available on BERT’s website at www.bert.siu.edu, Department of Safety’s website www.dps.siu.edu (disaster drop down), and in Emergency Response Guideline pamphlet.  Know how to respond to each type of emergency.

Instructors will provide guidance and direction to students in the classroom in the event of an emergency affecting your location.  It is important that you follow these instructions and stay with your instructor during an evacuation or sheltering emergency.  The Building Emergency Response Team will provide assistance to your instructor in evacuating the building or sheltering within the facility.

Tentative Reading Schedule:

Aug. 19: Introduction and Course Mechanics. Speculative Metaphysics and Radical 


Empiricism.  PR xi-xv; 3-17. Auxier, “Mementos of a Timequake.” 

Aug. 26: The Categoreal Scheme.  PR 18-30.  

Sept. 2: Derivative Notions.  PR 31-60.

Sept. 9: The Extensive Continuum.  PR 61-82; Herstein “Irreducible Extension.”

Sept. 16: The Order of Nature; Organisms and Environment.  PR 83-129.

Sept. 23: Historical Antecedents.  PR 130-160 (includes Section I of “The Subjectivist 

Principle”).  Book Presentation: ???

Sept. 30:  The Subjectivist Principle and Symbolic Reference.  PR 160-183.  Book 

Presentation: ???

Oct. 6: Theory of Propositions and Process.  PR 184-215.  Book Presentation: ???

Oct. 13: Feelings.  PR 219-243.  Book Presentation: ???

Oct. 20: Transmission of Feelings; Propositions and Feelings.  PR 244-265.  Book 

Presentation: ???

Oct. 27: Higher Phases of Experience.  PR 266-280.  Book Presentation: ???

Nov. 4: Coordinate Division; Extensive Connection.  PR 283-301.  Book Presentation: ??

Nov. 11: Veterans Day. University closed. 

Nov. 18: Flat Loci, Strains, and Measurement.  PR 302-333.

Nov. 25: Thanksgiving holiday. University closed.

Dec. 2: Ideal Opposites; God and the World.  PR 337-351.  Book Presentations: ???

Books for Presentation Review

Christian, William A.  An Interpretation of Whitehead’s Metaphysics.  New Haven, CT: 

Yale University Press, 1959.
Clarke, Norris W., S.J.  The One and the Many: A Contemporary Thomistic Metaphysics.  

Notre Dame, IN: Notre Dame University Press, 2001.
Code, Murray.  Order and Organism: Steps to a Whiteheadian Philosophy of 

Mathematics and the Natural Sciences.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1985.
Cooper, Ron L.  Heidegger and Whitehead: A Phenomenological Examination into the 


Intelligibility of Experience.  Athens, OH: Ohio University Press, 1993.
Dibben, Mark, and Kelly, Thomas A.F., eds. Applied process Thought 1. Frankfurt: 


Ontos Verlag, 2007.
Eastman, Timothy E. and Keeton, Hank. Physics and Whitehead: Quantum, Process, and 


Experience. Albany: SUNY Press, 2004.
Emmet, Dorothy.  Whitehead’s Philosophy of Organism.  2nd ed.  New York: St. Martin’s 

Press, 1966.
Epperson, Michael. Quantum Mechanics and the Philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead. 


New York: Fordham University Press, 2004.
Franklin, Stephen T.  Speaking from the Depths: Alfred North Whitehead’s 

Hermeneutical Metaphysics of Propositions, Experience, Symbolism, Language, 

and Religion.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdman’s, 1990.

Hall, David L.  The Civilization of Experience: A Whiteheadian Theory of Culture.  New 

York: Fordham University Press, 1973.
Herstein, Gary L. Whitehead and the Measurement Problem of Cosmology. Frankfurt: 


Ontos Verlag, 2005.
Johnson, A.H. Whitehead’s Theory of Reality.  Boston: Beacon Press, 1952.

Jones, Judith A. Intensity: An Essay in Whiteheadian Ontology.  Nashville: Vanderbilt 

University Press, 1998.

Lango, John W. Whitehead’s Ontology.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1972.

LeClerc, Ivor. Whitehead’s Metaphysics: An Introductory Exposition. Bloomington, IN: 

Indiana University Press, 1975 [1958].

Lowe, Victor. Understanding Whitehead.  Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 

1962.

Nobo, Jorge.  Whitehead’s Metaphysics of Extension and Solidarity.  Albany, NY: SUNY 

Press, 1986.

Odin, Steve.  Process Metaphysics and Hua-yen Buddhism: A Critical Study of 

Cumulative Penetration vs. Interpenetration.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1982. 
Polanowski, Janusz, and Sherburne, Donald W. (eds.). Whitehead’s Philosophy: Points of 


Connection. Albany: SUNY Press, 2004.
Pols, Edward.  Whitehead’s Metaphysics: A Critical Examination of Process and Reality.  

Carbondale, IL: Southern Illinois University Press, 1967.

Pred, Ralph. Onflow: Dynamics of Consciousness and Experience. Cambridge, MA: MIT

Press, 2005.

Riffert, Franz (ed.). Perception Reconsidered: The Process Point of View. Frankfort am 


Main: Peter Lang, 2007.

Ross, Stephen David.  Perspective in Whitehead’s Metaphysics. Albany, NY: SUNY 

Press, 1983.

Schmidt, Paul F.  Perception and Cosmology in Whitehead’s Philosophy.  New 

Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1967.

Sherburne, Donald W.  A Whiteheadian Aesthetic: Some Implications of Whitehead’s 

Metaphysical Speculation.  New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1961.
Straton, George D. Theistic Faith: An Introduction to the Process Philosophies of Royce 


and Whitehead. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1978.
Wallack, F. Bradford.  The Epochal Nature of Process in Whitehead’s Metaphysics.  

Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1980.

Weber, Michel. Whitehead’s Pancreativism: The Basics. Frankfurt: Ontos Verlag, 2006.
Secondary Resources

Bibliography

Primary:

Schilpp, Paul A.  The Philosophy of Alfred North Whitehead.  Chicago: Open Court 

Press, 1951 [1941], pp. 751-778.

Primary and Secondary:

Woodbridge, Barry A.  Alfred North Whitehead: A Primary-Secondary Bibliography.  

Bowling Green, OH: Philosophy Documentation Center, 1977.
Biography (Intellectual and Personal)

Ford, Lewis S.  The Emergence of Whitehead’s Metaphysics: 1925-1929.  Albany, NY: 

SUNY Press, 1984.

Lowe, Victor.  Alfred North Whitehead: The Man and His Work.  2 vols.  Baltimore: 

Johns Hopkins University Press, 1985, 1990.

------------.  “Whitehead’s Philosophical Development,” in Schilpp above, pp. 17-124.

Whitehead, A.N.  “Autobiographical Notes,” in Schilpp, above, pp. 3-14
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Weber, Michel, and Desmond, Will. Handbook of Whiteheadian Process Thought. 2 vols. 


Frankfurt: Ontos Verlag, 2008.
Journals

A complete set of Process Studies is available for consultation and photocopying in the LLP office, and in the library.  Also the library has Process Papers.

Introductory Reading
Connelly, R.J.  Whitehead vs. Hartshorne: Basic Metaphysical Issues.  Washington, DC: 

University Press of America, 1981.

Jentz, Arthur H.  Whitehead’s Philosophy: Primary Texts in Dialogue. Lanham Heights, 

MD: University Press of America, 1985.

Kuntz, Paul Grimley.  Alfred North Whitehead.  Boston: Twayne Publishers, 1984.

Mesle, C. Robert. Process-Relational Philosophy: An Introduction to Alfred North 


Whitehead. Elk Grove Village, IL: Templeton Foundation Press, 2008.
Pittenger, Norman.  Alfred North Whitehead.  Richmond, VA: John Knox Press, 1969.

Rose, Philip.  On Whitehead.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2002.

