Latin American Philosophy

Philosophy 430/Honors 398
Professor Terrance MacMullan


Class Time: MWF 2:00-3:30p
e-mail: tmacmullan@ewu.edu


Class Location: Senior 203
Office Hours: TH 1-3p
Reid 149

[image: image1.png]



Course Description:

This is an advanced seminar on the philosophical traditions of Latin America. We will start with a survey of the indigenous, colonial and scholastic traditions of Mexico and Peru. We will then explore the political thought that supported Latin American independence movements of the 18th and 19th centuries. We will then engage the legacy of positivism in the region. Finally, we will examine works by prominent vitalist, feminist, existentialist and pragmatist philosophers of the 19th and 20th centuries. In exploring the incredible variety of Latin American philosophy we will not only engage arguments addressing traditional philosophical fields such as ethics, metaphysics and epistemology, but we will also delve deeply into questions of identity, race, and community. In our discussions, we will use a range of primary and secondary texts to connect the explicit and implicit conceptions of knowledge that emerge from the Latin American context with conceptions of knowledge rooted in canonical Western philosophy. The methodology of the course will involve close reading of primary and secondary texts, classroom discussions, student presentations, and written work.

Required Texts:

Latin American Philosophy for the 21st Century, Jorge J.E. Garcia and Elizabeth Millán-Zaibert (eds), Prometheus Books, 2004. (LAP)

Course Packet. (CP)

Schedule of Topics and Readings:

This schedule is subject to revision based on our progress through the material. 

 I. Aztec, Colonial and Independentist Philosophies
Week 1 (1/4-1/8)

M:
Introductions

W:
“Where are the Roots of Men? The Origins of Mexico” in CP


Bartolomé De Las Casas, 25-49 LAP

F:
“The Thoughts that Clothe the Soul of a European” in CP
“Typology of Relations to the Other” from in CP

Week 2 (1/11-1/15)


M:
Sor Juana Inés De La Cruz, 51-60 LAP


Discussion Questions #1
W:
“Coatlalopeuh: She Who Has Dominion Over Serpents,”

“Once Again Sor Juana” in CP
F:
No Class
Week 3 (1/18-1/22)

M:
No Class
W:
Simón Bolívar, 61-71 LAP 


“Revolutionaries are Also Sons of God,” Francisco Villa in CP


“Viva la Revolucion” Ricardo Flores Magon, in CP

Presentation Set #1

Discussion Questions #2

II.
Philosophical Anthropology

F:
Francisco Romero, 75-110 in LAP
Presentation Set #2

Discussion Questions #3

Week 4 (1/25-1/29)

M:
Francisco Romero, 75-110 in LAP
W:
Risieri Frondizi, 111-126 in LAP

Presentation Set #3

Discussion Questions #4
F:
No Assigned Reading

Catch-up/Open Discussion Day
III.
Values and Axiology

Week 5 (2/1-2/5)

M:
Alejandro Korn, 161-180 in LAP

Presentation Set #4

Discussion Questions #5
W:
Alejandro Korn, 161-180 in LAP
F:
Carlos Vaz Ferreira 193-205 in LAP
Presentation Set #5

Discussion Questions #6
VI. The Search for Identity

Week 6 (2/8-2/12)

M:
Domingo Faustino Sarmiento, 233-244 in LAP

W:
José Martí, 245-256 in LAP


Presentation Set #6

Discussion Questions #7
F:
Excerpt from Ariel by José Enrique Rodó in CP
José Carlos Mariátegui, 257- 267 in LAP
Presentation Set #7


Discussion Questions #8

Week 7 (2/15-2/19)

M:
No Class
W:
José Vasconcelos, 267-278 in LAP


Presentation Set #8

Discussion Questions #9
F:
“La conciencia de la mestiza/ Towards a New Consciousness,” from


Borderlands/ La Frontera, G. Anzaldua in CP.
Week 8 (2/22-2/26)

M:
Samuel Ramos, 279-286 in LAP
W:
Jorge J. E. Garcia, 287-310 in LAP
Presentation Set #9

Discussion Questions #10
F:
Linda Martín Alcoff , 311-334 in LAP
Presentation Set #10

Discussion Questions #11
Week 9 (3/1-3/5)


M:
No Assigned Reading


Catch-up/Open Discussion Day
V.
Reflections on Latin American Philosophy

W:
Leopoldo Zea, 355- 378 in LAP
Presentation Set #11
Discussion Questions #12
F:
Arturo Andrés Roig, 399-414 in LAP
Presentation Set #12
Discussion Questions #13
Week 10 (3/8-3/12)

M:
Enrique Dussel, 415-428 in LAP
Presentation Set #13
Discussion Questions #14
W:
No Assigned Reading


Catch-up/Open Discussion Day
F:
No Class
Week 11 (3/15)

M:
Reading TBA


Final Discussion

Exam Week:
Final Paper due by Wednesday, March 17.

Course Information:

Readings: Unless indicated otherwise, readings should be completed by the day for which they are assigned. Take time to reread the material, if necessary, in order to fully understand the author’s argument. Engage the reading critically and relate it to previous readings for the class. Finally, while you are obviously not required to agree with the text, you must engage it with an open mind and a respectful attitude.

Discussion Questions: On days indicated in the syllabus, students are required to bring a typed question on a key passage in the text assigned for discussion that day. (You must type out the passage as well.) Consider the following example:

 

Carlos Vaz Ferreira writes:

 

Intellectual progress can be debated. It has been said, and perhaps correctly, with respect to progress, that what differentiates man’s present from his beginning is the mere accumulation of intellectual acquisitions, for it has not been established that the discoverer of the theory of gravity was more of a genius than the one who invented the wheel or fire… perhaps, but that other progress, moral progress cannot be questioned….

 

What is Vaz Ferreira’s claim about the difference between intellectual progress and moral progress? Does he consider one to be more contingent than the other? If so, why? How does his claim relate to other established philosophical arguments about the relationship between intellect and morality (think, for example, of Socrates’ claim that “for the good man, evil is impossible” or Arendt’s claim regarding the banality of evil.)
 

Besides bringing a question, you must also be prepared to reply to your own query. These questions are designed to stimulate discussions within which everyone is expected to participate. When appropriate, I will use them to guide our discussion for the day.
Students must turn in 10 of the 14 assigned discussion questions in order to receive full credit. Students may turn in more than 10 questions for extra credit. 

 

Presentations and Précis: Students will give presentations to the class in pairs. Each individual presentation should be between 8-10 minutes in length, and must be accompanied by a typed 3-5 page précis. You will be graded individually, but students should coordinate with their co-presenter. The first presenter of the pair will clearly summarize the primary influences on reading’s author as well as the main argument of the reading. The second presenter will open discussion on the reading by offering a critique and/or asking pertinent questions. On the day that students make their presentations they will take an added responsibility for guiding that day’s discussion. We will conduct a lottery during Week 1 to determine the order of presentations.

Papers: There is one paper due for the class. The paper will be due on the Wednesday of Finals Week. You may pick the topic for your paper, but you must discuss your proposal with me, or show me a proposed outline by Wednesday of Week 8.  The paper will be 12-15 pages long, double-spaced, and will develop a topic of your choice. All papers must be typed. I encourage you to show me drafts of your essays well ahead of the due date so you can get feedback from me. 

Course Grades:

Presentations and Précis:

30%


Final Paper



40%


Reading Questions


15%


Class participation


15%

Attendance at all classes is required (excepting illness or other emergencies). Further, you are expected to participate in class discussions. If you have any disabilities or special needs, please contact me as soon as possible so we can make necessary arrangements.

If you find yourself confused or troubled by the class material, please see me. Further, I welcome all suggestions and insights regarding the class. 
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