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	I Hear America Singing


I HEAR America singing, the varied carols I hear;
	 

	Those of mechanics—each one singing his, as it should be, blithe and strong;
	 

	The carpenter singing his, as he measures his plank or beam,
	 

	The mason singing his, as he makes ready for work, or leaves off work;
	 

	The boatman singing what belongs to him in his boat—the deckhand singing on the steamboat deck;
	         5

	The shoemaker singing as he sits on his bench—the hatter singing as he stands;
	 

	The wood-cutter’s song—the ploughboy’s, on his way in the morning, or at the noon intermission, or at sundown;
	 

	The delicious singing of the mother—or of the young wife at work—or of the girl sewing or washing—Each singing what belongs to her, and to none else;
	 

	The day what belongs to the day—At night, the party of young fellows, robust, friendly,
	 

	Singing, with open mouths, their strong melodious songs.

Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass, 1900                  -             
	  10

	
	


Course Description:

This is an advanced course on Classical Pragmatism, the paradigmatic American philosophical tradition, which will present a culturally and thematically pluralistic survey of philosophy in North America. We will start with an exploration of this tradition’s roots in Native American philosophy, Early Colonial Thought and the Transcendentalist Movement. We will then examine works by several classical pragmatist philosophers including C.S. Peirce, William James, Jane Addams, W.E.B. DuBois and John Dewey. Many of the readings included in this course address questions about the justification of belief and its relationship to conceptions of identity, democracy, and community. We will pay particular attention to the pragmatist tradition’s uniquely deep commitment to pluralism and how this commitment affects American philosophical responses to problems in epistemology and ethics. Throughout the course we will address a question that now beguiles all people living in a globalized world but has always been central to American Pragmatism: what is the best way to achieve consensus and democratic unity in a social context marked by radical heterogeneity and difference? Said more simply, how can we get along and get things done in a society with so many different kinds of people who believe such different things? 

The methodology of the course will involve close reading of primary texts, classroom discussions, student presentations, and written work. 
Required Texts:

Pragmatism, Old and New: Selected Writings, Susan Haack and Robert Lane eds. (PON)

The Souls of Black Folk: The Norton Critical Edition, W.E.B. DuBois (SBF)
Ralph Waldo Emerson: Selected Essays, Lectures and Poems, (RWE)
Course Handout, distributed in class (and posted on BlackBoard)(CH)
Schedule of Topics and Readings:
As with all advanced classes, this reading schedule is tentative since we can never know how long it will take us to progress through the material. In this class the schedule is especially tentative since my partner and I are expecting the birth of our second child, and I expect to miss an unusual number of classes. I will make every attempt to give you clear instructions through email, BlackBoard postings and messages relayed through other members of the Philosophy Faculty.
Module 1
The Turtle Island and the City in the Wilderness:

Native and Colonial Attitudes
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Leonard Harris, “Prolegomenon to a Tradition: What is American Philosophy?”, in CH.
King Ferdinand of Aragon, “Letter to the Taino/Arawak Indians,” in CH.

Sa-Go-Ye-Wat-Ha, “Speeches” in CH.

Luther Standing Bear, “What the Indian Means to America,” in CH.
Benjamin Franklin, Remarks Concerning the Savages of North America, in CH.
Module 2
Transcendental Wisdom:

The Roots of American Philosophy
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R. W. Emerson, “The American Scholar,” “Ethics,” “Cherokee Letter,” “Self-Reliance,” “The Over-Soul,” and selections TBA from Nature, all in RWE.
Module 3
Early Pragmatism:
 Belief, Habit, and Method
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C.S. Peirce, “The Fixation of Belief,”  “How to Make our Ideas Clear” and “Pragmatism and Pragmaticism” in PON.
William James, “The Will to Believe,” “The Moral Philosopher and the Moral Life,” “The Present Dilemma in Philosophy,” “What Pragmatism Means,” “Pragmatism’s Conception of Truth” in PON.
Module 4
Philosophy Born of Struggle:

Pluralism, Communities and The Gift of Race
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Jane Addams, “A Function of the Social Settlement,” in CH.
Du Bois, “The Conservation of Races,” (pp176-183 in SBF) and Chapters 1-5 of SBF. 
Module 5
Classical American Philosophy:
Consequences, Democracy and Science
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John Dewey, [as time allows, we will read some or all of the following]:                                             

“Truth and Consequences,” “Philosophy and Democracy,” “The Quest for Certainty,” “The Construction of the Good,” and “Common Sense and Scientific Inquiry” all in PON.
Course Information:

Readings: This is an advanced class taught as a seminar which means that we will spend most of our time in class discussing and analyzing the course texts. Consequently, your primary responsibility as a student is to come to class having read the relevant texts and well prepared to discuss them. Detailed schedules of reading assignments will be presented periodically in class. Take time to reread the material, if necessary, in order to fully understand the author’s argument. Engage the reading critically and relate it to previous readings for the class. Finally, while you are obviously not required to agree with the text, you must engage it with an open mind and a respectful attitude.

Presentations and Précis: Students will give presentations to the class in pairs. Each individual presentation should be between 8-10 minutes in length, and must be accompanied by a typed 3-5 page précis. You will be graded individually, but students should coordinate with their co-presenter. The first presenter of the pair will clearly summarize the primary concerns and arguments of the reading. The second presenter will open discussion on the reading by critiquing or questioning it. On the day that students make their presentations they will take an added responsibility for guiding that day’s discussion. We will conduct a lottery early in the course to determine the order of presentations.
Final Exam: Students are required to complete a final exam that will test their knowledge and understanding of the course material. The exam will include short answer and essay questions and will be administered during the designated period during exam week.

Research Paper: Each student will select a topic from the material discussed in class and will write a research paper in which they defend a thesis regarding a topic related to our class material. The paper will be due at the start of class on Monday, March 17. You must discuss your proposal with me, or show me a proposed outline by Wednesday, February 27th.  The paper will be 12-15 pages long, double-spaced, and will develop a topic of your choice. I encourage you to show me drafts of your essays well ahead of the due date so you can get feedback from me.
Class Participation: Attendance at and participation in all classes is required (excepting illness or other emergencies). Further, you are expected to participate in frequent class discussions. If you have any disabilities or special needs, please contact me as soon as possible so we can make necessary arrangements.
Course Grades:

Presentations and Précis:

20%

Final Exam



30%

Research Paper


40%


Class Participation


10%

If you find yourself confused or troubled by the class material, please see me. Further, I welcome all suggestions and insights regarding the class. 

