Advanced Studies Seminar in Philosophy

Jane Addams and Charlotte Perkins Gilman: 

American Philosophers at the Turn of the Century
Lisa Heldke

Old Main 106A

heldke@gac.edu; X7029

Office Hours: M 10:30-11:30, W 9-10:30, F 2:30-3:30; other times by appointment

About this Course

1. Course aims

a. To familiarize ourselves, as a group, with some of the more important works of Jane Addams and Charlotte Perkins Gilman.

b. To research, individually, an aspect of Addams’ or Gilman’s work that is of particular interest to each of you.  

c. To hone skills in philosophical discussion—particularly the discussion of texts whose theoretical substance is not always immediately and readily apparent.

d. To work, inspired by Addams’ ideas, at a service site devoted to some aspect of immigrant life in Minnesota.

e. To develop skills (written and oral) in reflecting on connections between theory and practice, by reflecting on the connections between your experiential learning site and the texts we are reading.  

f. To think about why and how philosophy/theory is important for social change.  How do the models of Addams and Gilman, and our own experiences, give us insight into the relationship between theory-making and change-making? 

These are the aims I can envision right now.   They reflect my desire to make this course address in both content and form the ideas of the theorists we will read.  

At the beginning of the class, and as the term goes on, we can inventory this list, add to it, subtract from it, and more diligently attempt to make good on it.  


NOTE:  This course counts toward both the philosophy major/minor and the women’s studies minor.  It does NOT carry any area or writing credit.  

2.  Addams and Gilman

Jane Addams is a name familiar to many today because in 1889 she founded Hull House, the most influential social settlement house in the United States, which served the immigrant communities of Chicago.  The name of Charlotte Perkins Gilman is also a familiar one, thanks to the fame of two of her literary works: The Yellow Wallpaper and Herland.  These two women are less well known for their work as philosophers who developed theoretical positions on many social, political and ethical issues of their day.

In this class, we'll explore some of their most important theoretical works.  We'll attempt to trace Gilman's and Addams' influences on the social movements of their day, including Pragmatist philosophy, the feminist movement, and the progressive education movement.  We'll also reflect on the influence they have--or could have--on contemporary social movements.  

True confession: I am teaching this course because I don’t know enough about Addams and Gilman.  I come before you not as an expert, but as a beginner in the study of these two thinkers, curious about what I will find.  I tell you this because I want to invite you to become a co-inquirer with me.  I envision this as a class in which we will learn from and with each other, to an even greater degree than in other classes I teach.  

3.  Course structure

Oh, heck, I’ll just start out with the true confession here.  This course will be my biggest experiment-to-date with experiential learning.  As you know from my earlier email, everyone in the class will be volunteering at a site coordinated by the Community Service Office.  I’ve never worked with this kind of operation before, and I anticipate that it will be both exciting and very bumpy.  I also anticipate that we will have to make major changes in the structure quite frequently, as we come to realize what works and what doesn’t.  So, again, I invite you to be a participant in the teaching as well as the learning that goes on here.  Let me back up now and give you some details.  

a. Class sessions: We’ll meet four hours a week, broken into two sessions.  

One hour or so each week (on Mondays?) will be given over to discussing the work at internship sites.  I’ll give you regular, specific writing assignments, designed to give you opportunities to make connections between the theory you are reading and the concrete practice you are engaged in.  

The other hour on Mondays I will do a kind of lecture on the text for the week.  I will conclude each lecture with some questions for consideration for the following class.    


Wednesdays we will spend in a general discussion of the week’s text, using the questions from Monday’s class as our guide, as well as questions that you generate.  (We can talk together about mechanisms for generating student questions.)  


b.  Experiential learning sessions: On your own, you will work one hour a week in a site coordinated by the Community Service office, but chosen by you.  The sites we’ve tentatively selected all serve a recent immigrant population.  We’ve done this intentionally, because Addams’ work at Hull House was focussed on the urban immigrant communities of turn-of-the-century Chicago.  You’ll be working with different immigrant communities, in a rural setting, one hundred years later.  What’s the same?  What’s different?

4.  Course requirements and grading

a. Grading through self-evaluation: This is an upper division, experimental class, comprised of students I’ve worked with before.  This confluence of conditions makes it the perfect candidate for my favorite method of grading—namely, self-evaluation.  At the end of the term, I’ll distribute an extensive self-evaluation form, on which you’ll be asked to discuss, both qualitatively and quantitatively, the work you have done throughout the term.  (See the sample self evaluation I’ve included at the back of this syllabus.)  On the basis of that work, you will assign yourself a grade.  I reserve the right to discuss your grade with you, if I think it is either way too low or way too high (believe it or not, some students, usually women, regularly grade themselves too low), and to reach an agreeable compromise.


I urge you to keep a written record (qualitative and quantitative) of your work for this class.  Record everything from the time you spend doing your reading and writing assignments to the conversations you have with roommates about the subject matter of the course.  

b. Requirements: Everything you do in connection with this course “counts” as work-toward-your-grade, on this system—and you will be the final arbiter regarding the weight you give to various assignments.  Nevertheless, in order to pass the course, everyone must participate fully in the following work:  

1) Participate in daily class discussions.  (This presumes both that you do the reading, and that you are in class, both of which are obvious to all of you, I’m sure.)

2) Work one hour per week at a service site.

3) Complete regular written assignments connecting theory to practice.  

4) Complete a term project, the details of which will be developed by you in consultation with your classmates and me.  (We’ll talk early and often about this final project, so that it will be a meaningful part of the course as a whole.  I have no preconceptions about it.  Check syllabus for preliminary due dates)

5. Texts

Addams’ and Gilman’s works have entered the marvelous world of the public domain, which means that they can be reprinted without copyright infringement.  Many industrious web do-bees have done just that, and have put their works on the internet for us to use.  So, here are your texts for the class, listed by location.

Found online….

1. Addams:  Twenty Years at Hull House:   http://www-cgi.cs.cmu.edu./~mmbt/women/addams/hullhouse/hullhouse.html 
2. Addams, Newer Ideals of Peace: http://paradigm.soci.brocku.ca:80/~lward/Addams/Addams_11.html and following.  To get the other chapters, replace the 11 with 12, 13, etc..  Note that between the “Adams” and the 11 there is an underline.)  
3. Addams, "A Modern Lear," found at http://douglass.speech.nwu.edu/adda_a01.htm 
4. Gilman, Herland  http://ofcn.org/cyber.serv/resource/bookshelf/hrlnd10/
Found in the BookMark 

4. Gilman, Women and Economics  (eventually; through my error, it has just been ordered)

Photocopied Items in the Public Domain

5. Gilman,  The Man Made World

6. Addams, Democracy and Social Ethics

Other works for you to consult 

Bibliographies

1. Addams: http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/wbja.html (works by Addams; doesn't include articles)

2. Addams: http://www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/waja.html (works on Addams; not very complete for philosophers)

3. Gilman: http://www.womenwriters.net/domesticgoddess/CPGguide.html (this does not include recent writings on Gilman, nor much by philosophers)

Biographical information (a very partial list)
Bederman, Gail, Manliness and Civilization

Deegan, Mary Jo, Jane Addams and the Men of the Chicago School

Rudd, Jill, Charlotte Perkins Gilman: Optimist Reformer

Dibiberto, Gioia, A Useful Woman: The Early Life of Jane Addams

“Other” Other

1. Gilman, "Suffrage Songs and Verses" at http://www.cs.cmu.edu/~mmbt/women/gilman/suffrage/suffrage.html

2. The Jane Addams School in St. Paul at http://www.hhh.umn.edu/centers/cdc/jas/index.htm
3. Hull House page at http://www.hullhouse.org/

Schedule

I’ve decided against making a firm reading schedule for the class, on the grounds that I would prefer us to be able to pursue a topic that interests us, or to abandon one that seems to be going nowhere.  

We will read the selected texts in chronological order (with the exception of the first book), and will simply proceed until we run out of time.  We’ll confirm the readings about a week in advance; please help me to do this every week, and please check with a classmate if you miss class or forget the assignment.   

Reading order, estimated duration of primary texts

1. Addams, Twenty Years at Hull House (1910; this is chronologically first in the sense that it begins with Addams’ childhood, and includes pieces she wrote early on):  two weeks

2. Gilman, Women and Economics (1898): two weeks

3. Addams, Democracy and Social Ethics (1902): two weeks

4. Addams, The Newer Ideals of Peace (1907): two weeks

5. Gilman, The Man-Made World (1911): two weeks

6. Gilman, Herland (1915): one week

Dates to Note

February 

9 Presentation by Sara Pekarna and Kari Lipke about your experiential learning projects, and about immigration in Minnesota.

March

6
Evening field trip to St. Paul, to attend a meeting of the Jane Addams school.  

8 NO CLASS WEDNESDAY.

22
Preliminary proposal for term project due

27/29
Spring break
April

19
Detailed description of term project due

24 Easter break 

May

17
Final day of class

22
Final projects due

END-OF-TERM SELF EVALUATION

For each activity listed below, provide specific information and data of both a QUALITATIVE and QUANTITATIVE nature.  This means telling me how many hours you spent on a given activity per week, how many books or articles read or outside meetings attended, etc.; it also means articulating your own best sense of what those activites have contributed to your understanding of the history of American philosophy.

A. ATTENDANCE AT CLASS  

B. PARTICIPATION IN CLASS DISCUSSIONS (INCLUDING THOSE BELOW)

1. Discussing central point in first half of Twenty Years
2. Discussing central point in second half of Twenty Years
3. Discussion of JA School in the bus on the way home

4. Discussion of Women and Economics
5. Discussion of Herland
6. Presentation/discussion of final project proposal

7. Discussion of Democracy and Social Ethics
8. Discussion of Sarvasy article

9. Discussion of Addams on your own (Newer Ideals)
10. Discussion of Addams together (Newer Ideals)
11. Discussion of Gilman, (Man-Made World)
12. Discussion of both vis a vis feminism

C. NON-ASSIGNED MEETINGS OR DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER CLASS MEMBERS (E.G. IN THE DORMS, AT DINNER, ETC.)

D. MEETINGS WITH NON-CLASS MEMBERS

E. TUTORING SESSIONS

F. READING ASSIGNMENTS

1. Minnich, Illich, Cruz

2. Twenty Years
3. Women and Economics
4. Herland
5. Democracy and Social Ethics
6. Sarvasy article

7. Newer Ideals of Peace
8. Man-Made World
9. Others I forgot?

G. OUTSIDE READING RELATED TO THIS CLASS

H. SHORT PAPERS

1.  Reflection paper on Cruz, Minnich, Illich 

2. Reflection on environment, written as if to Addams (3/6)

3. Paper about JA School, written to Nan. (3/13)

4. Email post about first half of Gilman

5. Reflection  paper that uses an analytical concept in Addams to analyze a problem. (3/20)

6. Project proposal

I. TERM-LONG PROJECT

J. PRESENTATION OF PROJECT (DURING FINALS PERIOD)

K. WRITE-UP (OR VIDEOGRAPHY) OF FINAL PROJECT

L. EVOLUTION/IMPROVEMENT OF YOUR WORK (PAPERS, CLASS DISCUSSION, READING SKILLS) OVER COURSE OF THE TERM

M. CHANGES IN THINKING, NEW IDEAS AS A RESULT OF READINGS, CLASS DISCUSSIONS

N. ANY ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES YOU SEE AS RELATED TO THIS COURSE

DISCUSS YOUR ANGST ABOUT SELF-GRADING ON THIS LINE.  DO NOT USE ADDITIONAL SPACE:_____

NAME_________________________________

GRADE WHICH MAKES MOST SENSE_____________

PHONE NUMBER(S) DURING FINALS_______________________

WHEN DO YOU LEAVE CAMPUS?___________________________

NOTE:  IT WOULD BE VERY USEFUL FOR ME IF YOU WOULD REFLECT ON THIS PROCESS A BIT--BOTH THE PROCESS OF GRADING YOURSELF, AND THE PROCESS OF BEING IN A CLASS WHERE YOU KNEW YOU WOULD GRADE YOURSELF. 
