Philosophy in the Progressive Era: 
John Dewey, Jane Addams and W.E.B. DuBois

Contact Information
	Lisa Heldke

Old Main 104B

Office Hours: 

M12:30, W 2:30, F 10:30 or by appointment
Email, phone: heldke@gac.edu, 933-7029
	I encourage you to come talk to us at any point about course topics, papers or specific reading assignments, or philosophy in general. Feel free to schedule an appointment if none of these times works for you.

Some advice about email and phone contact: 

· Do NOT send assignments via email.

· Get yourself a class “buddy” who will collect handouts if you are gone, hand in your assignments if you can’t, and generally tell you what you missed. You are responsible for all information that you miss when you are absent. 

·  I do not have email at home, so I won’t be able to reply to email questions on weekends or evenings. 

· I will send any updates, changes to the reading assignment, or additions to informal writing assignments AT LEAST 24 hours before the relevant class period; please check your email if you think there might be a change brewing. If it comes fewer than 24 hours before class, you are NOT responsible for it!


Access to education


Every student has a right to be able to learn in this class. If you have learning disabilities, please see me NOW about ways I can work to make the class work well for you. Bring any documentation you have about your learning disability. I will of course keep this information confidential. You can provide documentation of a particular disability by going to the Advising Center (204 Johnson Student Union). Call Lori Bickett in Academic Advising (x7072).
How much time?


I suggest you think of this course as a 15 hour per week commitment, with four of those hours spent in class, and the remainder spent in reading any course assignments and doing research on your individual project. That's pretty hefty—but I think it's pretty appropriate, given the importance of this course in your philosophy major.


Responsibility for spending that time lies pretty heavily with you—and it would be easy to avoid putting in that time, especially early in the term. I'd encourage you to assign blocks of time each week for research—and to put them in your schedule in pen right now, so that they constitute as firm a commitment as a regular class meeting. (Such is the level of my trust in you that I will NOT ask you to show me your planners, with the requisite hours blocked off. Nor will I ask you for your cell phone numbers, so I can call and check up on you during those blocks of time, to check on what you’re doing.)


End of gratuitous advice.

Checking in
If this isn’t the Seminar You’d Hoped, please let me know—soon! We can change course.
About this seminar
Philosophy in the Progressive Era will explore the thought of several American philosophers active during the Progressive Era in American history—the decades immediately before and after 1900. John Dewey, Jane Addams, and W.E. B. Du Bois developed philosophical analyses that sought to understand the America they witnessed emerging: an increasingly urbanized, industrialized country characterized by enormous disparities between the lives and opportunities of wealthy and poor, white and Black, women and men. These theorists used philosophy (and social organizing) to analyze this society, and to work for progressive social change. We will examine their philosophical writings on education, peace, social welfare and economic justice. In We will consider their writings in light of the institutions of which these theorists were founders: Hull House (Addams), the Laboratory School at the University of Chicago (Dewey), and the NAACP (Du Bois).
All three were astonishingly prolific and their writings spanned decades. In this class, we will (somewhat arbitrarily) focus mainly on writings they produced in these “progressive era” decades. (Mostly; there are some exceptions, such as Dewey’s Experience and Education, a book he wrote specifically to address the nature of progressive education.) In selecting term paper topics, you needn’t limit yourself to these decades; writings before or after this period are fair game as well, if they prove relevant to your topic.  
One of these writers—Dewey—has long been regarded as one of the founding figures of American Pragmatism, the classical school of American philosophy. The other two were not philosophers in the narrow sense, but in the last twenty years or so, their role in the development of American philosophy has come to be recognized and valued. This matters to you in a variety of ways, one of which is very practical; you will find Addams and DuBois quite comprehensible, in comparison to the tortuous Dewey. 

While I know all three of these philosophers quite well, I do not know the history of this period well, nor have I thought about these theorists particularly in relation to this historical movement. That’s why I decided to design this course. I will be learning about them anew, alongside you. I’m not an historian, nor have I larded this course with historical texts. Instead, I’m hoping that we as a class will research together, and take turns sharing our findings with each other. My desire is for this class to give us an opportunity to think hard about philosophy “in itself,” and also to think about the relation between philosophy and its time and place. The syllabus is very bare-bones; we’ll need to supplement it with all sorts of other sources, in order to understand the events about which our theorists are talking. 
Books (available in the Bookmark)
Addams, Democracy and Social Ethics

Addams/Elshtain, Jane Addams Reader

John Dewey, Experience and Education

John Dewey, How We Think

John Dewey, School and Society/Child and Curriculum

W.E.B. DuBois/Lewis, DuBois: A Reader

I have gotten biggish editions of collected works in the case of Addams and DuBois because they were affordable, and they offer you the opportunity to easily dip into other parts of these theorists’ bodies of work, as you look for a paper topic for yourself. 

Useful websites

A short and unscientific list of some sites that focus on the time, and also sites that focus on the organizations in which these philosophers were involved.

http://www.eagleton.rutgers.edu/e-gov/e-politicalarchive-Progressive.htm
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/rbannis1/Progs/index.html
http://www.flowofhistory.org/themes/technology_transportation/progress_timeline.php
http://www.oah.org/pubs/magazine/progressive/howenstein.html
www.uic.edu/jaddams/hull/hull_house.html.
http://www.naacp.org/about/history/index.htm
http://www.ucls.uchicago.edu/about/
Course structure

This is a discussion-based seminar, in which one day’s class each week will focus on discussing short essays written by class members. I will devote a minimal amount of time to lecture. We will read modest amounts of text and will devote ourselves to understanding them well. You’ll have a new reading assignment from the philosophers only for Thursdays. Tuesdays, you’ll be reading (and sometimes writing) informal essays from the members of the class. This also gives you the time between Thursday and Tuesday to work on your own thesis. 
Each of you will write a number of short essays throughout the term. You’ll email your essay to your classmates, who will read it in advance of class. Those essays will serve as the basis for class discussion one day each week. You will also write a significant term paper, in drafts.  

I have designed this advanced seminar in philosophy in a way that attempts to maximize your opportunities to develop skills as an independent theoretical thinker in writing as well as in speaking. All assignments are designed to give you practice in developing skills in theorizing. 

Plan to work very hard in this course, and to be self-motivated. The more work you do outside of class, the more rewarding can be our discussions in class. 

Many of you have already taken courses with me; you know that I place a very high premium on involved and engaged student discussion. The less I feel compelled to talk, the better. 
Course requirements

1. A plan of work. By September 17, Monday, you will turn in a plan of your work for the semester. That plan must state when you will turn in each of the assignments described in number 2, below. This plan then becomes a firm commitment from you. 

a. Failure to complete work when promised will affect your grade. 

b. You can revise the plan as the semester goes on, but if you find you must modify your schedule, you must do so at least a week in advance of the next due date. 
c. The final paper must be turned in by the last day of finals.

d. There must be sufficient time between assignments for you actually to execute them. I leave it to you to decide what counts as “sufficient,” however you may not turn in all work in the last two weeks. (I list a few additional rules next to each assignment.)
2. A major paper, written in drafts. Your final paper for this class will be twelve to fifteen pages. You will write it in stages. I identify a process below; you must do something like this process, but if you wish to modify it to fit your own writing style, come talk with me. Papers should be written to a specific, identified philosophical audience—students, your classmates, scholars, other. (Note: if you’re from another discipline, talk with me about writing a paper that is philosophical, but aimed at another audience—e.g. persons in your own discipline.) Your paper must be theoretical, and may also be grounded in some particular, concrete Progressive Era issue, topic, institution, or problem.   
a. Initial proposal: A two-to-three page (plus bibliography) preliminary essay in which you identify the territory you will be investigating.  For some of you, this initial document will actually present a thesis; for others of you, it will more likely identify a set of questions or puzzles you wish to investigate further. Include a (briefly annotated) bibliography of the major works you intend to examine. Graded check, plus, minus. Due: You must turn this in before Reading Break; sooner is better! 

b. Chunk: A three-to-six-page "chunk" of argumentation, in which you begin to investigate your question. This chunk may end up being a part of your final essay, but it may also just be work that you need to do in order to get to your question. Graded check, check plus, check minus. 
c. Full first draft: Just what it sounds like; a completed first draft. You needn’t have a tidy bibliography at this point, and you may have ugly paragraphs that need surgery, but your arguments are all there, all fleshed out. Graded check, check plus, check minus. Due at least two weeks before your final draft, so that I can read it, respond to it, and get comments to you. 
d. Final draft: Turn in your final paper and ALL drafts on which I or your classmates have written comments. Use some kind of secure folder, and clearly identify your final draft.  Graded with a letter grade. Due by the last day of finals. 
e. Meeting with me: You’ll meet with me at least once during the semester, at a mutually agreed upon time, to discuss your research project. You choose the stage of the project you want to meet, and then we’ll work together to get a time.  

f. Anything else? You may add to your schedule other pieces of writing, such as literature reviews, responses to readings, or other pieces-in-process that you believe would help you to do your best work. 

3. Critic roles: You will serve as a critic to one or more of your classmates at each stage of the term paper writing process. Not “busy work,” your work as a critic will strengthen your classmates’ papers and your own writing. It will also provide you with additional ideas for your papers.  You will receive a check for all critiques completed. You will complete this work at intervals agreed upon by you and the person(s) on whose work you are responding. 
a. Initial Proposals: You will read and comment (in writing) on everyone else’s proposal.  When you’ve read and commented, send a copy of those comments to both the author and me.  

b. Chunk: You will be paired with someone working on a related topic. You will read and comment, in detail, in writing, and in a timely manner, on their chunk of writing. Email a copy to me when you send it to your partner. 
c. First Draft: You and that same partner will trade drafts. Return comments in a timely manner, to the draft author and to me. 

4. Discussion essays: You will write short (two to three page) essays responding to particular prompts or questions given by me, at least three times during the semester (once on each theorist). Those short essays will serve as the basis for our class discussions on Tuesdays (usually). You will send them out on the class email alias by Sunday at 10 p.m., so that everyone will have Monday to read them and prepare for class using them. (For those of you who have had Modern or American with me, the essays will be like the most analytical, critical, or creative essay questions I gave you for weekly short essays. The difference is that now you are trying to use your essay to prompt a discussion.) Short essays needn’t be beautiful, though they should be free of annoying spelling, syntax and punctuation problems. They should be substantive. I’ll distribute a schedule for essays in class, and you’ll sign up on it. Graded check, check plus, check minus. 
Grading

Roughly 75% of your grade will be your final paper and its various preliminary stages; the remaining 25% will be your written contributions to the weekly seminar. Note that participation does not “count” for part of your grade; this is because I assume that, in an advanced seminar, all students will come to class well prepared to discuss the week’s readings. I reserve the right to adjust these percentages as the semester evolves, in light of new directions the class takes.

Attendance policy

I regard all absences as "excused"; that is, I assume that, as busy, responsible adults, you will occasionally find yourself unable to attend class, whether it is because of illness, transportation problems, special events, family crises, etc.  I do not differentiate among these reasons, and expect you to be responsible for your attendance. Because discussion is absolutely central to a seminar, missing even a single class is significant. Discussion, once missed, cannot be redone or “made up” in some other way. Therefore, absences affect your course grade. Any more than two absences will result in your grade being lowered.

Obligatory note on plagiarism and the honor code 

(with apologies—this seems unnecessary in the present company)

If you pass off someone else's words or ideas as your own, you have plagiarized—whether you do so intentionally or by accident, and whether you do so in a formal paper or an informal writing. That is true whether you quote directly, or paraphrase someone else's ideas. Those ideas may have appeared in books, been exchanged in conversation, or been posted on the web. The source does not matter; you must cite them. Please consult Someone Who Would Know if you have any questions about what constitutes plagiarism in your written work. 


Suffice it to say, plagiarism is a violation of college policy, and is also a violation of the policies of this class. If you plagiarize, you will receive a zero on that assignment, and I will report the incident to the dean. If you plagiarize a second time, I will give you an F for the class, and inform the dean of the reason for the grade. You will also be under my permanent curse, as payback for the time it took me to track down your purchased essay on some slimy internet site full of papers that are frankly nowhere near as well written as the one you would have written yourself if you had just started yours sometime before three a.m. the night before it was due. 


To avoid inadvertent plagiarism, take meticulous notes, documenting the source of every piece of information you collect. Do not rely upon your memory; six weeks from now when you’re finishing this paper at three a.m., you aren’t going to recall that those particular words aren’t yours, but are in fact the content of someone else’s website. 

As a community of scholars, the faculty and students of Gustavus Adolphus College have formulated an academic honesty policy and honor code system, printed in the Academic Bulletin and the Gustavus Guide. As a student at Gustavus, you are asked to agree to uphold the honor code. This means you will abide by the academic honesty policy, and abide by decisions of the joint student/faculty Honor Board. I do not ask you to sign the honor code; I assume you will adhere to it, and I will proceed accordingly unless you give us reason to suspect otherwise. 

Reading Schedule

Where possible, we will read new materials for Thursday’s class, and use Tuesday’s class to discuss informal essays. (A few Tuesdays will be spent looking at new material.) Thursday we’ll go the full two periods; Tuesday we’ll officially go till about 3:30, and the time after that I’ll be available for any individual or group discussions. 

	Date
	For Class
	Essay writers

	T 9/4
	Logistics, syllabus, The Library Is Our Friend, etc. 
	

	Jane Addams

	9/6
	Reader: Chapters 4, 5 and 7 (add “A Function of the Social Settlement” to this list)
	

	T 9/11
	
	1

2

	9/13
	Democracy and Social Ethics: Intro (Addams’s), Chapters 1 3 and 4 [1 is the same as 7, above)
	

	T 9/18
	
	1

2

	9/20
	Democracy and Social Ethics: Editor’s Intro, Chapter 6
	

	T 9/25
	
	1

2

	9/27
	Reader: Chapters 14, 15 and 18
	

	T 10/2
	Nobel Conference: attend a lecture and make a connection to one of our philosophical issues
	

	10/4
	Reader: Chapters 23, 24, 31 and 32 

And/or??? (A day for us to modify readings based on class interests.)
	

	T 10/9
	(Note: Guest speaker Verlyn Klinkenborg on democracy, 7 p.m. Olin lecture hall)
	1

2

	John Dewey

	10/11
	School and Society: Chapters I, III and VI (Postscript recommended)
	

	T 10/16
	
	1

2

	10/18
	How We Think: Chapters 1 and 5
	

	T 10/23
	Reading Day
	

	10/25
	How We Think: Chapters 6 and 7
	

	T 10/30
	
	1

2

	11/1
	Experience and Education: Chapters 1,2 and 3
	

	T 11/6
	
	1

2

	11/8
	Experience and Education: Chapters 4,5 and 8
	

	T 11/13
	
	1

2

	W.E.B. DuBois

	11/15
	Reader: pp.17-67,  
	

	T 11/20
	
	1

2

3

	11/22
	Thanksgiving
	

	T 11/27
	Reader: pp.259-270, 291-312, 319-332, 367-376
	

	11/29
	Reader: pp.441-477, 529-537
	

	T 12/4
	
	1

2

3

	12/6
	Reader: pp.555-556, 577-609, 639-654
	

	T 12/11
	
	1

2

3

	12/13
	Summing up day: thesis discussions, class evaluations, etc.
	

	Finals period
	Final paper due no later than last day of finals
	


Reading Schedule

My after the fact thoughts about Addams topics (thru all of which run concepts of democracy, of growth, of social ethics, of race, class and gender): 

· Nature of settlement: “Subj Necess,” “Obj Value,” “Function of Soc Sett” (last not in the reader, btw, but is online)

· Ed: “Function of,” “Ed Methods” (in DEMOC AND SOC) 

· Charity (note that “charitable efforts” in DEMOC is roughly the same as “the subtle problems of charity” in the reader; don’t assign both), (“Filial,” in DEMOC???)

· Industry: “Indust Amel” (in DEMOC), “Modern Lear” 

· Household: “Household Adjust” (in DEMOC)

· Youth? (incl prostitution?): this really comes somewhat later 
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